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SUBJECT: THE MIDDLE EAST QUESTION AND THE ILO 
REF: PARIS 02801 

1 . AGREE WITH COMMENT REFTEL THAT "CLOSING THE BOOK" ON ISRAELI 
RESOLUTION AT NEXT SESSION GOVERNING BODY IS THE IMPORTANT 
CONSIDERATION AND NOT OSTENTATIOUS ROLE BY U.S. THIS IS, HOWEVER, 

AN OVERDRAWN CONTRAST AS I RECOMMEND THAT FRENCH BE ENCOURAGED 
TO DEVELOP SPECIFIC IDEAS ON HOW THEY MAY CONTRIBUTE TO RESOLUTION 
OF THE ISSUE, THAT THEY CONSULT WITH US, AND THAT IT MAY BE 
DESIRABLE TO WORK IN TANDEM ON ISSUE. 

2. AMBASSADOR FROMENT LAURENT, AS THE DEPT IS AWARE, IS NOT 
SYMPATHETIC TO POSITIONS ON THIS AND OTHER ISSUES TAKEN BY 
U.S. AND HIS OWN GOVERNMENT IN ILO. THE QUAI IS AWARE OF THIS, 

AS REFLECTED IN MY CONVERSATION WITH SAINT LEGIER ON JAMEARY 6 
AND REPORTED TO DEPT. IN ADDITION FROMENT LAURENT IS NOT CLOSE 
ENOUGH TO SITUATION IN GOVERNING BODY TO MAKE ACCURATE ASSESSMENT 
AND HIS VIEWS AS REPORTED IN REFTEL ARE NO DOUBT DISCOUNTED IN 
QUAI, AS THEY SHOULD BE BY US. 

AGGREY 
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